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ASBMB Education Feature

Education at ComBio2017
Maurizio Costabile and Amber Willems-Jones, Symposia Coordinators

This year, ComBio will beheld atthe Adelaide Convention
Centre from 2-5 October. The Education Symposium
will consist of two streams, scheduled for Wednesday 4
October. The first stream, commencing at midday, will
feature current education research related to the theme
of ‘Integrating skills into teaching to improve student job
capability’. The second stream session, scheduled for 3pm
is titled “E-learning approaches to teaching’. In between
the two sessions, all Education Symposia attendees will be
invited to enjoy a fully catered lunch, kindly sponsored by
the ASBMB Education Special Interest Group.

Key speakers include Karen Burke da Silva, 2016
University Teacher of the Year at Flinders University,
and Heather Verkade, 2017 ASBMB Shimadzu Education

Award winner.

The best abstract in each session
will be awarded free conference
registration, sponsored by the
University of South Australia
(School of Pharmacy and Medical
Sciences) and the University
of Melbourne (Department of
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology).

The Education Symposia at ComBio2017 will yet
again provide high quality presentations showcasing
educational approaches that are fostering excellence in
biochemistry and molecular biology education at the
university level. We look forward to seeing you all there!

‘Physical’ Biochemistry, But Not as You’ve Ever Seen it Before...
Terry (Tyrosine) Mulhern, Department of Biochemistry
and Molecular Biology, University of Melbourne

Last December, I completed
Rinske Ginsberg’s “Acting Skills
Workshop for Lecturers’ at the
Victorian College of the Arts.
This workshop released my inner
thespian, not seen since age 12,
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when I played ‘Bug-Eyed Monster
#2' in the school production. Before
the workshop was over, the idea of
embodying all 20 amino acids had
formed and I convinced Rinske to

Lys

help me script and perform it.

Over the summer, I mused
on how to convey geometry,
charge, reactivity, resonance and
flexibility. I spent many pre-dawn
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hours (while my family slumbered
in blissful ignorance) practising
the yoga-like poses. The most
difficult task was finding red, blue
and yellow gloves and beanies in
Melbourne’s late February heat.
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The blue gloves came from a stall

at the Queen Victoria Market; the red came from the
costume and props department at the VCA; my Mum
knitted the yellow ones. I am indebted to Andy from the
snowboard section of Auski, who, upon hearing why
I was after beanies, said, “Dude, I have a huge stash at
home - what colours do you need?”

Across two days I performed to over 1,200 second
year students - first as an interactive exercise with the
Biomedicine class, who used smart phones to vote on
what each pose represented and then as an encore to
the Science class, as a double act with Paul Gooley. Paul
gave his usual lecture, while I demonstrated features that
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2D-images cannot easily convey. I think the high point
was the ring pucker of Proline.

Rinske and I plan to publish a paper describing the poses
and are currently raising funds to create a high production
value interactive multimedia teaching resource.

After a research career of spectacular mediocrity, I
believe this may be my most significant and lasting
contribution to the field of biochemistry.

I am available for wedding, parties, anything - at
very reasonable rates. For the Acting Skills Workshop
for Lecturers, contact Rinske Ginsberg at the VCA
rinskeg@unimelb.edu.au
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